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ABSTRACT 
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VACCINE-PREVENTABLE DISEASES OF CHILDHOOD 


Immunization is among the most effective preventive measures ayailable today. Immunization 
programs for children in the United States currently reach 90% to 96% of that patient population. 
Morbidity and mortality from tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, and 
rubella have drastically decreased, while the threat of smallpox has been virtually eliminated. Despite 
the effectiveness of vaccination programs, however, there are still concerns about the adverse effects 
experienced by some patients as well as the rising cost of the vaccinations themselves. 


Even with the high rate of vaccinations performed today, small outbreaks of some of these diseases 
still occur, threatening young and old alike. The prevention of infectious diseases by immunization is 
a continuing process, constantly evolving and requiring the involvement of scientists, health-care 
providers, parents, and children. To remain effective vaccination rates must remain high. Unless 
there are contraindications, there are seven diseases for which the Centers for Disease Control 
recommend all children be vaccinated: diphtheria, measles, mumps, pertussis, poliomyelitis, rubella, 
and tetanus. 


The references in this bibliography discuss various aspects of the above vaccines and the diseases they 
prevent, as well as smallpox. The references are to English language journal articles or conference 
proceedings published between January 1986 and August 1988. References have been limited to 
those discussing infants or children and adolescents, and to immunization and incidence in the 
United States, Canada, or Great Britain. Citations have been divided into eleven categories, and a 
citation may appear in more than one category (for example, a citation on DPT vaccine would appear 
only under the "Diphtheria/Pertussis/Tetanus”" category while a citation on smallpox and mumps 
would appear under both categories). Citations dealing with four or more of the diseases or vaccines 
or discussing vaccination in general have been placed in the "General" category. 
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SEARCH STRATEGY 


A variety of online databases are usually searched in preparing bibliographies in the CBM series. To 
assist you in updating or otherwise manipulating the material in this search, the strategy used for the 
NLM’s MEDLINE database is given below. Please note that the search strategies presented here 
differ from individual demand searches in that they are generally broadly formulated and irrelevant 


citations edited out prior to printing. 


SS 1= SUBS APPLY AE, AD, DE, PO, TO, SD, TU, ST, OC, PC, TM 

SS 1 = SMALLPOX VACCINE OR RUBELLA VACCINE OR MEASLES VACCINE OR 
DIPHTHERIA TOXOID OR MUMPS VACCINE OR PERTUSSIS VACCINE OR 
ALL POLIOVIRUS VACCINE: OR TETANUS TOXOID 


SS 2 = EXP SMALLPOX OR RUBELLA OR MEASLES OR DIPHTHERIA OR 
MUMPS OR WHOOPING COUGH OR ALL POLIOMYELITIS: OR TETANUS 


SS 3 = SUBS CANCEL 


SS 3 = “SMALLPOX VACCINE OR *RUBELLA VACCINE OR *MEASLES VACCINE OR 
*DIPHTHERIA TOXOID OR *MUMPS VACCINE OR *PERTUSSIS VACCINE OR 
ALL *POLIOVIRUS VACCINE OR *TETANUS TOXOID 


SS 4 = *EXP SMALLPOX OR *RUBELLA OR *MEASLES OR *DIPHTHERIA OR 
*MUMPS OR *WHOOPING COUGH OR ALL *POLIOMYELITIS: OR *TETANUS 


SS5=10R20OR30R4 

SS 6 = 5 AND NOT FOR (LA) 

SS 7 = 6 AND EXP CHILD 

SS 8 = 6 AND EXP ADOLESCENCE 
SS9=70R8 


SAMPLE CITATION 


Citations in this bibliographic series are formatted according to the rules established for Index 
Medicus. A sample journal citation appears below. For journal articles written in a foreign language, 
the English translation of the title is placed in brackets and the language of publication is shown by a 
three letter abbreviation appearing at the end of the citation. Note also that a colon (:) may appear 
within an author’s name. The NLM computer system automatically inserts this symbol in the place of 
a diacritical mark. 
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